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U.S. Economy

Dr. A. M. M. Jamal

Professor of Management

The U. S. gross domestic product grew 1.7
percent in real terms during the fourth
quarter of 2005 and advanced 3.2 percent
during the past twelve months. Total
employment for the fourth quarter grew
1.9 percent compared with the
corresponding period of the previous year.

A survey of forecasters by the Economist,
showed that the U.S. economy would
grow 3.3 percent and 2.7 percent in 2006
and 2007 respectively. In addition,
forecasts published by the Wachovia Bank
indicate similar growth rates at 3.5
percent and 3 percent.

® Building Permits

® Economy

EMPLOYMENT

LOCAL

UNITED STATES (Numbers in Thousands)
Jan-05 Feb-05 Mar-05 Apr-05  May-05 Jun-05 Jul-05 Aug-05 Sep-05 Oct-05 Nov-05*  Dec-05*

e St. Tamman
y Labor Force 147,979 148,132 148,157 148,762 149,122 149,123 149,573 149,841 150,093 150,043 150,183 150,153

e Tangipahoa
Total Employment 140,241 140,144 140,501 141,099 141,475 141,638 142,076 142,449 142,432 142,625 142,611 142,779
® Livingston

. Total Nonfarm 132,573 132,816 132,995 133,287 133,391 133,537 133,830 133,999 134,041 134,055 134,360 134,468
e Washington
e St. Helena Unemployed 7,737 7,988 7656 7,663 7,647 7,486 7,497 7,391 7,661 7418 7,572 7,375
Unemployment rate 5.206 5.4% 520  52% 51% 5.0% 5.0% 4.9% 5.1% 4.9% 50%  4.9%
CONTACT US
.. Total Employment United States
Southeastern Louisiana 1QT-05 2QT-05 3QT-05  4QT-05 ploy!
University Labor Force 148,089 149,002 149,836 150,126 143000
Business Research Center 142000
1514 Martens Drive Total Employment 140295 141404 142,319 142672 41000
Hammond, LA 70401 140000
139000
Total Nonfarm 132,772 133,405 133,957 134,294 138000
Phone: (985) 549-3199 257000
F"‘}X: (985) 549-2127 Unemployed 7,794 7,599 7516 7455 136000
wjoubert@selu.edu 135000 . . . . . . . . . . . ,
Unemployment rate 5.3% 5.1% 5.0% 4.9% Jan Feb  Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug  Sep Oct Nov  Dec

2005 ===2004 2003

Source: Louisiana Department of Labor ; * Preliminary Data
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STATE

Louisiana Employment Situation

Dr. A. M. M. Jamal

Professor of Management

The total state employment for the fourth quarter of riod last year. The information is based on a full quarter of
2005 dropped 10.6 percent compared with the corre- data since hurricane Katrina. The unemployment rate
sponding period of the previous year. The unemploy- would have been higher if the number of people actively
ment rate for the most recent three months was 9.8 seeking work had not dropped along with total number of
percent compared with 5.8 percent for the same pe- people employed.
EMPLOYMENT
LOUISIANA (Numbers in Thousands)
Jan-05 Feb-05 Mar-05 Apr-05 May-05 Jun-05 Jul-05 Aug-05 Sep-06 Oct-05 Nov-05 Dec-05
Labor Force 2,091 2,094 2,081 2,101 2,111 2,155 2,144 2,134 1,980 1,953 1,954 1,897
Total Employment 1,972 1,969 1,971 1,993 1,996 1,999 1,987 1,999 1,685 1,733 1,712 1,787
Total Nonfarm 1,927 1,925 1,930 1,933 1,933 1,934 1,917 1,918 1,753 1,699 1,715 1,722
Unemployed 119 125 110 1,080 1,151 1,384 1,318 1,284 2,271 2,110 2,426 1,099
Unemployment rate 57%  6.0% 53% 5.1% 5.4% 6.4% 6.1% 6.0% 11.5% 11.3%  12.4% 5.8%

Total Employment Louisiana (Thousands)
1QT-05 2QT-05 3QT-05 4QT-05

Labor Force 2,089 2,108 2,086 1,934 2,030 1

1,980 -
Total Employment 1,971 1,934 1,912 1,712 1,930 -

1,880
Total Nonfarm 1,971 1,996 1,840 1,744 1,830

1,780 ,
Unemployed 118 113 162 191 1,730 4

1,680 : ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ; ; ; ; ;
Unemployment rate 5.7% 5.3% 7.9% 5.8% Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul  Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

2005  ===2004 2003

Source: Louisiana Department of Labor
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REGIONAL

North Shore Employment Situation

Dr. A. M. M. Jamal

Professor of Management

Total employment in the North Shore Region (the four
Florida Parishes of Tangipahoa, Washington, Livingston
and St. Helena) fell 2 percent during the fourth quarter of
2005 compared with the corresponding months of the

parishes 7.8
percent, and 2.7 percent respectively. Livingston parish,

experienced drops of 10.4 percent,

on the other hand,
Tammany, a North Shore parish, was again not included

saw a gain of 1.4 percent. St.

past year. Among the parishes for which data were in the analysis because the employment data were
available, St. Helena, Washington and Tangipahoa unavailable.
EMPLOYMENT
NORTHSHORE
Jan-05 Feb-05 Mar-05 Apr-05 May-05 Jun-05 Jul-05 Aug-05 Sep-05 Oct-05 Nov-05 Dec-05*
Labor Force 224,697 222,437 222,712 222,460 224,454 228,736 227,706 227,968 128,363 124,967 123,439 118,638
Total Employment 211,960 210,825 213,161 213,562 214,311 215,436 214,959 215,508 109,709 108,913 106,195 111,687
Unemployed 12,737 11,612 9,551 8,898 10,143 13,300 12,747 12,460 18,654 16,054 17,244 6,951
Unemployment rate 5.7% 5.2% 4.3% 4.0% 4.5% 5.8% 5.6% 5.5% 14.5% 12.8% 14.0% 5.9%
Employment Northshore
1QT-05 2QT-05 3QT-05 4QT-05 226,000
Labor Force 223,388 225,217 194,679 122,348 _——\ /
196,000 —— -
Total Employment 212,088 214,436 180,059 108,932 166,000
136,000
Unemployed 11,300 10,780 14,620 13,416
106,000 T T T T T T T T T T T 1
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Unemployment rate 5.1% 4.8% 8.5% 10.9%

2005 —2004

Source: Louisiana Department of Labor ; * Data unavailable for St. Tammany parish

Southeastern Louisiana University




Economic Reporter

Sales Tax Collections in North Shore Region

Sales tax collections reflect the level of business activity
in a region. It represents an important aspect of the
economic vigor of the North Shore parishes. Total sales
tax collected in the region grew 39.8 percent in the
fourth quarter of 2005 when compared with the same
period a year ago. The growth in sales tax ranged from
a 49.4 percent in St. Tammany to 15 percent in St.

Helena. Sales tax in the other parishes grew between
these two rates. The growth in sales tax clearly reflects
the reconstruction being
throughout the hurricane affected
noteworthy that the data for St.
available for this analysis.

activities carried out
It

Tammany were

region. is

SALES TAX

NORTHSHORE
Jan-05 Feb-05 Mar-05 Apr-05 May-05

Sales Tax Collected (Mil.) $ 2069 $ 1885 $ 20.99 $ 22.38 $ 20.93

% Change Last Year 7.9% 11.8% 5.7% 11.9% 8.6%

Jun-05  Jul-05 Aug-05 Sep-05 Oct-05 Nov-05 Dec-05

$ 2230 $ 2098 $ 1548 $ 1992 $ 29.19 $ 2866 $ 28.49
9.0% 4.1% -22.4% 0.4% 50.0% 49.1% 23.6%

Department,Washington Parish Sheriff's Office - Sales and Use Tax Department

Source: St. Tammany Parish Sheriff's Office (Sales and Use Tax Division), Tangipahoa Parish Council - School Board, St. Helena Parish Sheriff's Office,Livingston Parish Sales Tax

Building Permits in North Shore Region

Construction projects reflect another aspect of a
region’s economy. The value of building permits is
usually a leading indicator of the of the construction
activity during the future months. The value of
residential building permits in the region for the fourth
quarter of 2005 grew 13.2 percent over a twelve month
period, projecting a robust gain in future construction
activities. There was a wide dispersion in the value of

building permits among the parishes of the region.
Washington witnessed a 37.7 percent gain in the value
of building permits followed by gains of 30.7 and 25
percent for Tangipahoa and Livingston respectively. On
the other hand, value of building permits dropped 77.7
percent for St .Tammany followed by a drop of 67.9
percent for St. Helena.

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS

NORTHSHORE

Jan-05 Feb-05 Mar-05 Apr-05 May-05
Total Units 674 379 395 398 426
% Change Last Year 724% -21.9% -30.0% -25.5% -4.5%
Value ($000s) 94,930 49,407 51,819 54,823 61,102
% Change Last Year 81.9% -29.1% -30.4% -20.7% 7.9%
Unincopr. Units 619 343 354 353 388

78.9%

-25.4%
45,977

% Change Last Year
Value ($000s)

-30.9%
47,151

-27.1%

86,718 48,918 55,178

% Change Last Year

Corp. Units 55 36 41 45 38
% Change Last Year 22.2% 44.0% -21.2% -10.0% -17.4%
Value ($000s) 8,212 3,431 4,668 5,905 5,924
% Change Last Year 26.0% 24.8% 3.5% 4.8% 2.6%

*-Data unavailable for Slidell

Jun-05 Jul-05* Aug-05* Sep-05* Oct-05* Nov-05* Dec-05*
413 391 558 303 598 429 511
-12.3%  -21.8% -0.4% -10.6% 8.7% 28.4%  2.4%
58,116 53,912 78,039 27,809 69,502 60,690 74,301
-32% -19.3% 13.9% -43.5% 9.4% 248%  8.5%
380 368 535 262 549 355 461

-17.9%
49,038

-11.8%
22,354

13.1%

53,786 72,360 62,904 50,733 66,626

33 23 23 41 49 74 50
-41.1%  -55.8% -62.9% -2.4% 133.3% 270.0% 11.1%

4,330 4,874 5,680 5,455 6,598 9,958 7,675
-24.9%  -45.8% -18.6% 19.8% 349.0% 436.0% 135.8%

Parish - Building Permit Office.

— —
Source: St Tammany Parish - Economic Development Information Clearing House, Tangipahoa - Building Permit Office, Washington Parish - Building Permit Office, St. Helena

Vol. 2 - 4th Qtr. 2005




Economic Reporter

LOCAL

St. Tammany Parish

STEDF conducted a survey
of parish
concerning issues faced as a
result of Hurricane Katrina.

businesses

Compiled results will be
used to further assist
business recovery. MECO,

a worldwide leader in design
and construction of high-
tech purification
plants, announced the
opening of a state of the art
machining and fabrication
center in Goodbee-60 new
jobs. Florida
Transporters
$25M bond for
acquisition of 13 marine
vessels-100 new jobs.

water

Marine
signed a
deal

EMPLOYMENT
ST. TAMMANY
Jan-05 Feb-05 Mar-05 Apr-05 May-05 Jun-05 Jul-05 Aug-05 Sep-05 Oct-05 Nov-05 Dec-05*
Labor Force 100,924 101,321 101,476 102,019 103,417 105,624 105,798 104,424 na na na na
Total Employment 96,134 96,814 97,965 98,857 99,603 101,043 101,231 99,747 na na na na
Unemployed 4,790 4,507 3,511 3,162 3,814 4,581 4,567 4,677 na na na na
Unemployment rate 4.7% 4.4% 3.5% 3.1% 3.7% 4.3% 4.3% 4.5% na na na na
Employment St Tammany
1QT-05  2QT-05  3QT-05 4QT-05 102,000
Labor Force 101,231 103,687 70,074 na 99,000
96,000 —'/\ /
Total Employment 96,965 99,834 66,993 na 93,000 \ /
90,000 \ ——
Unemployed 4,266 3,852 3,081 na 87,000
84,000 T T T T T T T T T T T l
Unemployment rate 4.2% 3.7% 2.9% na Jan Feb Mar Apr  May  Jun Aug Sep Oct Nov  Dec

2005

—2004

2003

Source: Louisiana Department of Labor ; * Data based on new benchmark - No data available for the previous years.

*-Data unavailable for Slidell

SALES TAX
ST. TAMMANY
Jan-05 Feb-05 Mar-05 Apr-05 May-05 Jun-05 Jul-05 Aug-05 Sep-05 Oct-05 Nov-05 Dec-05
Total Sales (Mil.) na na na na na na na na na na na na
% Change Last Year na na na na na na na na na na na na
Sales Tax Collected (Mil.) $ 1206 $ 1191 $ 1424 $ 1415 $ 1335 $ 1456 $ 1587 $ 825 $ 1361 $ 19.86 $ 1891 $ 19.14
% Change Last Year 8.7% 12.6% 6.4% 18.0% 10.2% 7.4% 3.3% -33.3% 8.3% 64.0% 50.9% 18.6%
Source: St. Tammany Parish Sheriff's Office (Sales and Use Tax Division)
Residential Building Permits
ST. TAMMANY
Jan-05 Feb-05 Mar-05 Apr-05 May-05 Jun-05 Jul-05 Aug-05 Sep-05 Oct-05 Nov-05 Dec-05
Total Units 530 193 214 211 260 229 215 368 23 30 53 17
% Change Last Year 107.8% -47.4% -32.3% -39.9% -17.2% -21.6% -30.6% 5.7% -88.5% -91.0% -75.9% -95.0%
Value ($000s) 81,108 33,011 32,930 36,220 43,776 38,568 37,671 59,553 2,309 5,116 8,932 3,677
% Change Last Year 104.8% -44.3% -37.9% -28.3% -1.3% -8.8% -19.9% 21.5% -93.3% -89.1% -80.0% -93.5%
Unincorp. Units 493 179 203 190 242 214 207 354 19 24 22 21
% Change Last Year 61.6% -63.7% -31.2% -41.2% -15.1% -17.7% -26.1% 13.5% -89.1% -92.2% -88.9%
Value ($000s) 74,647 $ 31,132 $ 31,721 $ 32,948 $ 40,792 $ 36,466 $ 35003 $ 54,823 $ 1,207 $ 3519 $ 3,807 $ 3,798
% Change Last Year 113.5% -46.3% -37.8% -29.2% -14.9% 24.3% -96.2% -91.6% -89.3%
Incorp. Units 37 14 11 21 18 15 8 14 4 6 31 17
% Change Last Year 37.0% 16.7% -47.6% -25.0% -37.9% -53.1% -73.3% -61.1% -84.0% -76.0% 40.9% -50.0%
Value ($000s) $ 6461 $ 1878 $ 1209 $ 3272 $ 2983 $ 2103 $ 2668 $ 4731 $ 1102 $ 1597 $ 5125 $ 3,677
% Change Last Year 39.2% 38.5% -38.1% -17.3% -17.2% -45.7% -55.1% -4.0% -57.8% -69.5% -44.1% -40.8%

Source: Economic Development Information Clearing House

outheastern Louis University
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Tangipahoa Parish

EMPLOYMENT
TANGIPAHOA
Jan-05*  Feb-05* Mar-05* Apr-05* May-05* Jun-05*  Jul-05*  Aug-05* Sep-05* Oct-05* Nov-05* Dec-05*
Labor Force 48,770 46,473 46,863 49,372 49,707 50,225 49,786 51,503 55,042 53,404 52,399 47,032
Total Employment 45,542 43,584 44,403 47,042 47,126 46,636 46,457 48,286 44,656 44,566 42,998 43,649
Unemployed 3,228 2,889 2,460 2,330 2,581 3,589 3,329 3,217 10,386 8,838 9,401 3,383
Unemployment rate 7.1% 6.2% 5.2% 4.7% 5.2% 7.1% 6.7% 6.2% 18.9% 16.5% 17.9% 7.2%
Employment Tangipahoa
1QT-05  2QT-05 3QT-05  4QT-05
Labor Force 47,306 49,768 52,110 50,945 49,000
47,000 —
Total Employment 44,446 46,935 46,466 43,738
45,000 —77—4
Unemployed 2860 2833 5644 7207 43,000 7# —_—
41,000 T T T T T T T T T T T "
Unemployment rate 6.2% 5.7% 10.6% 13.9% Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
2005 —2004 2003
Source: Louisiana Department of Labor ; * Data based on new benchmark - No data available for the previous years.
SALES TAX
TANGIPAHOA
Jan-05 Feb-05 Mar-05 Apr-05 May-05 Jun-05 Jul-05  Aug-05 Sep-05 Oct-05 Nov-05 Dec-05
Total Sales (Mil.) $ 11790 $ 9268 $ 9246 $ 11048 $ 103.04 $ 10199 $ 11062 $ 9886 $ 7470 $ 14092 $ 144.05 $ 143.13
% Change Last Year 12.0% 4.2% 6.4% 6.1% 6.5% 6.8% 0.5% -4.1% -25.7% 42.0% 48.9% 58.1%
Sales Tax Collected (Mil.) $ 236 $ 185 $ 185 $ 221 % 2.06 $ 204 $ 221 $ 198 $ 149 $ 282 $ 288 $ 2.86
% Change Last Year 12.0% 4.2% 6.4% 6.1% 6.5% 6.8% 0.5% -4.1% -25.7% 42.0% 48.9% 58.1%
Source: Tangipahoa Parish Council - School Board
Residential Building Permits
TANGIPAHOA
Jan-05 Feb-05 Mar-05 Apr-05 May-05 Jun-05 Jul-05 Aug-05 Sep-05 Oct-05 Nov-05 Dec-05
Total Units 72 69 69 51 71 69 84 69 139 114 83 70
% Change Last Year 75.6% 353% -36.1% -17.7% 36.5% 13.3% 29.2% -1.4% 131.7% -26.0% 118.4% 25.0%
Value ($000s) 8,403 6,637 8,719 12,884 13,723 14,516 8,471 8,766 13,647 6,597 10,515 10,399
% Change Last Year 79.8% 66.6% -16.4% 81.3% 158.3% 98.7% -1.3% 32.0% 79.9% -52.5% 106.0% 42.3%
Unincorp. Units 60 61 56 39 53 58 70 60 102 75 59 56
% Change Last Year 76.5% -41.1% -22.0%  23.3% 16.0% 37.3% 9.1%  96.2% 96.7%
Value ($000s) $ 6,824 $ 5546 $ 7,036 $ 5003 $ 6,745 $ 7951 $ 6,315 $ 7,817 $ 9,294 $ 2,237 $ 7435 $ 7,974
% Change Last Year 96.8%  66.3% -23.1% -12.7%  84.9% 27.3% 48.8%  43.9% -82.2% 88.4%
Incorp. Units 12 8 13 12 18 11 14 9 37 39 24 14
% Change Last Year 71.4% -11.1% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 0.0% -40.0% 362.5% 178.6% 200.0% 27.3%
Value ($000s) $ 1579 $ 1,091 $ 1,682 $ 1581 $ 2,726 $ 1665 $ 2,156 $ 949 $ 4353 $ 4360 $ 3,080 $ 2,426
% Change Last Year 30.8% 68.1% 30.5% 15.1% 63.7% 57.0% -3.5% -31.6% 286.9% 227.6% 166.4% 94.4%
Source: Tangipahoa - Building Permit Office

Vol. 2 - 4th Qtr. 2005
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Livingston Parish

o _ EMPLOYMENT
The Dixie Business
o LIVINGSTON
Center finished the year Jan-05  Feb-05  Mar-05  Apr-05  May-05  Jun-05  Jul-05  Aug-05  Sep-05  Oct-05  Nov-05  Dec-05
with 100% occupancy Labor Force 53022 52790 52301 50,07 50004 50363 50,695 50548 51438 49,931 49374 51823
Ashley Furniture has Total Employment 49977 50111 50037 47,043 47,653 47813 47565 47676 46906 46364 45528 49,874
been a major tenant
leasing nearly 22,000 Unemployed 3,045 2,679 2,264 2,133 2351 25550 3,039 2,872 453 3567 3846 1,049
feet at the center. The Unemployment rate 5.7% 5.1% 43% 43% 47% 5.1% 6.0% 5.7% 8.8% 7.1% 7.8% 3.8%
Livingston Parish Center
for Literac Yy and Employment Livingston
. 1QT-05  2QT-05  3QT-05  4QT-05
Technology  continues Labor Force 52883 50363 50,894 50376 51,000 1
with strong enrollment to #9.0007 /\ /
Total Empl 50218 47818 47418 47255 47,000
prepare student to enter o Employment 15000 \ /
into the local workforce Unemployed 2664 2,550 sa81 3121 43000
. 41,000 : T
in the fUtu re. Unemployment rate 5 0% 5.1% 6.8% 6.2% Jan Feb Mar  Apr May Jun Jul Aug  Sep Oct Nov  Dec
2005 — 22004 2003
Source: Louisiana Department of Labor ; * Data based on new benchmark - No data available for the previous years.

SALES TAX
LIVINGSTON

Jan-05 Feb-05 Mar-05 Apr-05 May-05 Jun-05 Jul-05 Aug-05 Sep-05 Oct-05 Nov-05 Dec-05
Total Sales (Mil.) $ 8597 $ 7361 $ 6841 $ 8240 $ 7753 $ 80.79 $ 8356 $ 7746 $ 7532 $ 8356 $ 7746 $ 75.32
% Change Last Year 8.8% 10.0% 9.9% 2.3% 1.2% 11.5% 7.4% -2.3% -0.2% 7.4% -2.3% -0.2%
Sales Tax Collected (Mil.) $ 438 $ 394 $ 346 $ 414 $ 389 $ 409 $ 419 $ 390 $ 379 $ 419 $ 39 $ 379
% Change Last Year 10.2% 10.7% 10.8% 10.8% 3.3% 13.2% 7.9% -4.6% -0.5% 7.9% -4.6% -0.5%
Source: Livingston Parish Sales Tax Department

Residential Building Permits

LIVINGSTON

Jan-05 Feb-05 Mar-05 Apr-05 May-05 Jun-05 Jul-05 Aug-05 Sep-05 Oct-05 Nov-05 Dec-05
Total Units 62 94 94 115 83 97 80 114 133 94 107 106
% Change Last Year -13.9%  100.0% -6.9%  25.0% 25.8% -2.0% -25.9% -2.6% 95.6% 40.3%  25.9% 9.3%
Value ($000s) 4,978 7,672 8,807 10,236 6,749 8,203 6,749 9,119 10,873 7,834 9,210 9,111
% Change Last Year -18.6% 89.2%  14.9%  13.4% 175% -10.9% -28.7% -17.2% 79.4% 33.2%  36.6% 9.6%
Unicorp. Units 60 90 82 107 81 91 80 114 133 88 104 99
% Change Last Year -16.3% -21.6% 0.0%  114.5% 31.3%
Value ($000s) $ 4855 $ 7,360 $ 729 $ 9261 $ 6534 $ 7,717 $ 6749 $ 9119 $ 10873 $ 7,186 $ 8,887 $ 8,410
% Change Last Year -13.7% 81.5% -1.0% 21.3% -11.3% -22.9% -14.7%  101.6% 22.2%  43.6%
Incorp. Units 2 4 12 8 2 6 0 0 0 6 3 7
% Change Last Year 60.0% na 300.0% 300.0% -33.3% 50.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% na -66.7% 133.3%
Value ($000s) $ 123 $ 312 $ 1511 $ 975 $ 215 $ 486 $ - $ - $ - $ 648 $ 323 % 701
% Change Last Year -74.6% na 415.7% 324.0% -39.4% -3.4% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% na 41.3% 20.9%

Source: Livingston Parish - Building Permit Office

Southeastern Louisiana University 7
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Washington Parish

EMPLOYMENT
WASHINGTON

Jan-05 Feb-05 Mar-05 Apr-05 May-05 Jun-05 Jul-05 Aug-05 Sep-05 Oct-05 Nov-05 Dec-05*
Labor Force 17,548 17,444 17,750 16,780 17,132 17,515 17,091 17,199 16,958 16,899 16,920 15,403
Total Employment 16,284 16,283 16,729 15,861 16,093 16,063 15,779 15,962 14,372 14,257 14,004 14,287
Unemployed 1,264 1,161 1,021 919 1,039 1,452 1,312 1,237 2,586 2,648 2,916 1,116
Unemployment rate 7.2% 6.7% 5.8% 5.5% 6.1% 830.0% 7.7% 7.2% 15.2% 15.7% 17.2% 7.2%

Employment Washington
1QT-05  2QT-05  3QT-05  4QT-05
17,500

Labor Force 17,564 17,142 17,083 16,407 17,000

16,500 —
Total Employment 16416 16006 15371 14181 16,000

15,500

15,000

14,500 > i

Unemployed 1,148 1,137 1712 2207 \
14,000 4W—L _

13,500
Unemployment rate 6.6% 6.6% 10.0% 13.4% Jan  Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul  Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

2005 —2004 2003

Source: Louisiana Department of Labor ; * Data based on new benchmark - No data available for the previous years.

SALES TAX
WASHINGTON

Jan-05 Feb-05 Mar-05 Apr-05 May-05 Jun-05 Jul-05 Aug-05 Sep-05 Oct-05 Nov-05 Dec-05
Total Sales (Mil.) na na na na na na na na na na na na
% Change Last Year na na na na na na na na na na na na
Sales Tax Collected (Mil.) $ 167 $ 115 $ 129 $ 132 $ 145 $ 140 $ 151 $ 120 $ 08 $ 152 $ 162 $ 1.73
% Change Last Year -02% 21.7% -11.3%  -4.1% 16.1% 12.6% 10.8% -7.6% -344% 13.1%  55.1% 23.6%

Source: Washington Parish Sheriff's Office - Sales and Use Tax Department

Residential Building Permits

WASHINGTON

Jan-05 Feb-05 Mar-05 Apr-05 May-05 Jun-05 Jul-05  Aug-05 Sep-05 Oct-05 Nov-05 Dec-05
Total Units 10 22 16 18 10 13 8 6 2 11 22 12
% Change Last Year -47.4% 37.5% 51.5%  -10.0% -28.6% -21.8% -42.9%  -693%  -70.8%  -421%  100.0%  -29.4%
Value ($000s) $ 41§ 2019 § 1033 $ 1259 $ 807 $ 909 $ 662 $ 426 $§ 191 $ 1113 $ 2122 § 1507
% Change Last Year -715%  163%  -59.6% -4.6% -35.0% -19.6% -443%  -69.3%  -708%  -345%  142%  69.2%
Unincorp. Units 6 12 11 14 10 12 7 6 2 11 21 10
% Change Last Year 16.7% 11.1% 33.3% -A417%  -455%  -66.7% -8.3% 1625%  25.0%
Value ($000s) $ 32 § 1869 $ 767 § 1181 $ 807 $ 833 § 612 $ 426 & 191 $ 1113 $ 1972 § 1290
% Change Last Year 88.6%  -51.5% -5.1% -25.9% -438%  -59.4%  -624%  -286% 180.4%  123.8%
Incorp. Units 4 10 5 4 0 1 1 0 0 - 1 2
% Change Last Year -333% 150.0%  -66.7%  -50.0%  -100.0% -88.9% -50.0% 0.0% 0.0% -100.0% -66.7%  -77.8%
Value ($000s) $ 49 ¢ 150 $ 266 $ 78 0% % $ 5 $ - $ -$ - § 150§ 217
% Change Last Year 137%  -199%  -T2.7% 43%  -100.0% -77.0% -50.1% 0.0% 0.0% -100.0% -11%  -31.0%

Source: Washington Parish - Building Permit Office
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St. Helena Parish

St. Helena was EMPLOVMENT

experiencing employment ST. HELENA
Jan-05 Feb-05 Mar-05 Apr-05  May-05 Jun-05 Jul-05  Aug-05  Sep-05 Oct-05  Nov-05 Dec-05*

losses even prior to Labor Force 4433 4409 4322 4213 4194 4363 4336 4204 4925 4733 4746 4380

Katrina. The hurricane

d estroyed n early 14 Total Employment 4,023 4,033 4,027 3,859 3,836 3,851 3,836 3,837 3,775 3,732 3,665 3,877
percent Of the tlmber Unemployed 410 376 295 354 358 512 500 457 1,150 1,001 1,081 503
assets in the parish,

wW h | C h crea t e d an Unemployment rate 9.2% 8.5% 6.8% 8.4% 8.5% 11.7% 11.5% 10.6% 23.4% 21.1% 22.8% 11.5%

unfavorable environment

in the area economy. A Employment St Helena
1QT-05 2QT-05 3QT-05 4QT-05

15 percent gain in sales Labor Force 4,403 4,257 4518 4,620 j’zgg ] ’_/ﬁ

tax in the past twelve 4,100 1 N
A Total Employment 4,042 3,849 3,816 3,758 4,000 4
months pOII’]tS to a more 3,000 | —

imisti 3,800 —

optimistic outlook for the Unemployed %61 108 702 862 3% 1
parish. 3,600 . . . . . . . . . . . :
Unemployment rate 8.20% 9.5% 15.2% 18.5% Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

2005 —2004 2003

Source: Louisiana Department of Labor ; * Data based on new benchmark - No data available for the previous years.

SALES TAX
ST. HELENA

Jan-05 Feb-05 Mar-05 Apr-05 May-05 Jun-05 Jul-05 Aug-05 Sep-05 Oct-05 Nov-05 Dec-05
Total Sales (Mil.) na na na na na na na na na na na na
% Change Last Year na na na na na na na na na na na na
Sales Tax Collected (Mil.) $ 022 $ 014 $ 015 $ 019 $ 017 $ 021 $ 020 $ 016 $ 017 $ 020 $ 023 $ 0.18
% Change Last Year -32.8% -0.6% -0.5% -16.6% 9.3% 51.6% -20.4% 9.0% 11.6% -7.0% 66.2% 2.5%
Source: St. Helena Parish Sheriff's Office

Residential Building Permits
ST. HELENA

Jan-05 Feb-05 Mar-05 Apr-05 May-05 Jun-05 Jul-05 Aug-05 Sep-05 Oct-05 Nov-05 Dec-05
Total Units 0 1 2 3 2 5 4 1 6 0 3 1
% Change Last Year -100.0% -75.0% -66.7% -66.7% NA 40.0% 33.3% -50.0% 200.0%  -100.0% 50.0% -50.0%
Value ($000s) $ - $ 70.00 $ 330.00 $ 525.00 $ 300.00 $ 820.00 $ 360.00 $ 175.00 $ 790.00 $ - $ 237.00 $ 130.00
% Change Last Year -100.0% -87.2% -59.6% -54.6% NA 951.3% -33.3% -60.4% 172.4%  -100.0% -52.6% -61.8%
Source: St Helena Parish - Building Permit Office
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