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AMITE - Report cards are out for Tangipahoa Parish's 36 public schools, and the school-by-school results are mixed.

One school received four of possible five stars for performance, 17 schools received two stars, which is the state's overall performance and 14 received one star.

SLU Lab School received the top four-star rating in the parish.

Independence Elementary received an “exemplary” label for academic improvement.

Tucker Memorial, D.C. Reeves and Hammond Eastside Primary received “recognized” improvement for acFour parish schools received no star and are deemed “academically unacceptable” by the state's performance rating. They are Roseland Elementary, Crystal Academy, Northwood and P.M. High.

Twelve schools, including all but one of the regular high schools, showed declines in academic growth.

Chief Curriculum Officer Melissa Stilley pointed out that the report cards from the year before showed 16 schools in academic decline.

The academic growth labels and performance stars are based on a combination of LEAP, ILEAP and GEE test scores, attendance and dropout rates compared to last year.

Board member Ann Smith said that the state used a new formula to calculate the scores this year and that several schools showing “minimal” or “no” academic growth already had high baselines for comparison.

“For the most part, the TPSS has been going through a transition period,” Smith said. “It was recognized and begun to be addressed by our past academic growth superintendent, Mr. Louis Joseph. He selected a group of educators and community business leaders to concentrate on education reform here in this parish. He had them visit other model school systems to see what ideas could be used to bring our system to a higher level.

In turn, our new Superintendent (Mark) Kolwe has started to put many of those models in place. I firmly believe we will see a marked improvement in school scores in another year.”

The school performance scores are one way to assess schools, but other factors such as school climate and culture are also part of a realistic picture, Stilley said.

The school performance scores indicate the “target” of growth that is expected, she said.
“Most of our schools have at least minimum growth each year. It may
not be the growth target that the state has given us, but we are exhibiting growth,” Stilley said.
Board member Al Link, a former educator, is concerned but hopeful.
“I think most of my fellow board members are concerned with the test
scores and school scores going down. That's the only report card we have
to go by,” Link said. “I also know there are a lot of factors that go
into providing those scores. And sometimes those circumstances skew the
scores. But if the trend is downward, we've got a problem. Now we have a
new curriculum chief and an instruction team in place and I think it's
become a top priority of the board and the superintendent.”


