
ning college students about the benefits of the Honors 

Program.  Your recommendations can mean so much to 

students considering participation in the program.  You 

can, of course, direct any interested students to the Hon-

ors Office.  We will be happy to discuss options and 

opportunities with them. 

 

If you are interested in offering financial support, please 

contact the Southeastern Development Foundation at 

985-549-5544 or toll free at 866-474-4438. 

There are many ways that you can help us to keep the 

Honors Program growing and thriving. 

 

The Honors Program is always happy to hear from Hon-

ors students and alumni.  We appreciate your feedback 

as to how you feel the Honors Program has benefited 

you and in what ways the program might be improved.  

It is your continued input that makes it possible for the 

Honors Program to continue to evolve. 

 

We appreciate your talking with high school and begin-
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We are all different.  We come from small 

towns and big cities, from different economic 

backgrounds, different races and creeds.   But 

we share a common secret, a secret that we 

may experience with various degrees of ex-

citement ïnamely:  the life of the mind is a 

source of great pleasure and passion.  It is the 

knowledge of this secret that brings us to-

gether as a university community and as an 

Honors community.  Go ahead, indulge your-

self!  Cherish your university experiences.  

Savor the opportunities. 

 

As a member of the Honors Program you join 

a special community of learning within the 

larger university community.   Participation 

affords one a higher level of discussion both 

inside and outside of the classroom.  There are 

opportunities to delve deeply into ideas that 

can fundamentally change the way we view 

ourselves and the world around us. 

 

Being a member of a community of scholars 

who also value the life of the mind provides 

one a unique experience.  Such membership is 

not a sign of superiority; rather, it is likely to 

make you feel humble.  Membership in such a 

community of learners will allow you to rec-

ognize, value, and respect the intelligence and 

abilities of your fellow students and it should 

stimulate you to ask more of yourself. 

 

Make the most of your university education.  

Teachers and learners that cherish the life of 

the mind create a wonderful symbiosis, each 

one inspiring the other.  Find your passion and 

immerse yourself in it.  You should be in-

trigued by your chosen field of study.  Pursue 

it with energy and fervor!  Whether you are 

captivated by the abstractions of Euclidean 

geometry, amazed by the rise to power of Sta-

lin or Hitler, attracted by the complex mecha-

nisms of world finance, fascinated by Freud, 

or mesmerized by Mozart,  find your passion 

and revel in it! 

 

Respect intelligence.  Never stop learning.  A 

university education, an Honors diploma, 

should be only the beginning of a life filled 

with inquisitiveness, analysis, and reflection.  

Never stop nourishing the life of the mind. 

 

(Adapted and paraphrased from Kevin  

Donovan, ñPeople Who Think Otherwise.ò) 

The Life of the Mind 
An open letter to Honors Students 
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òAll of their efforts 

paid off for the 

graduates of the 2008

-2009 academic year.  

Many are choosing to 

continue their 

education in graduate 

or professional 

school.ó 

Dr. Kent Neuerburg  

Director  

Honors Students Excel 

The Honors Club 

Directorõs Note 
I am continuously pleased and amazed by our Honors students.  The dedication and com-

mitment they demonstrate is inspiring.  Every year, I see Honors students present in 

classes, research programs, and senior theses presentations.  I am always impressed.  

Here are some examples of this yearôs achievements. 

Ann OôConnor, Organizational Communications major, had her article, ñIslam in 

the Inferno,ò featured in the inaugural edition of Bee: The Essential Journal for 

Asian Women which is distributed throughout the United Kingdom and Dubai.  The 

paper was originally written for her English 122H course. 

Undergraduate research projects by Meggie Doucet (Biology), Lauren Eserman 

(Biology), and Heather Guillot (Biology) were all presented at the College of Sci-

ence and Technology Spring Awards Convocation. 

Graduating seniors Hannah Locke (Psychology) and Meggie Doucet (Biology) 

received Presidentôs Medals at Spring Commencement for graduating with the high-

est GPA in their respective colleges.   

in place for game nights, movie 

nights, fundraisers, Homecoming 

activities, and more.  We consider 

the Honors Club a vital part of the 

Honors experience at Southeastern.  

All students in the Honors Program 

are automatically members of the 

Honors Club and we encourage all 

of the students to be involved! 

The Honors Club continues to be an 

active and enthusiastic group who well

-represent the Program.  Under the 

2009-2010 leadership of Samantha 

Perez, President; Josh Robin, Vice 

President; Melanie Johnson, Treas-

urer; and Artie Krantz , Secretary, the 

Honors Club has an active agenda for 

this academic year.  Plans are already 

Zealon Solomon, (B.A., Po-

litical Science 2009) will 

attend Law School at LSU, 

Baton Rouge. 

LSU-Shreveport Medical 

School is the next challenge 

for Meggie Doucet, (B.S. 

Biology, 2009). 

Loyola Law School is the next 

destination for Jenna Holmes 

(B.A., Political Science, 

2009). 

The Honors Club 

Recent Activities 
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During the 2008-2009 year, Honors students took 

part in many exciting and rewarding acitivities. 

During Football Homecoming Week, the Honors 

Club Team again won the student bracket of the Phi 

Kappa Phi Quiz Bowl.   We look forward to defend-

ing our title next year! 

Twenty-one students were recognized with the 

Sophomore Honors Distinction Award for attaining 

at least a 3.5 GPA with at least 12 hours of Honors 

course in their first 60 hours of course work. 

Honors students took part in the National Colle-

giate Honors Council annual conference held this 

year in San Antonio, TX.  Samantha Perez, Josh 

Robin, and Artie Krantz along with Dr. Jim Wal-

ter (Honors faculty member) attended the meeting 

and returned with several great ideas for the program. 

Honors students attended several campus events 

including Fanfare activities and a football game. 

A day trip to Southeasternôs Turtle Cove Re-

search Station in Pass Manchac provided participants 

with a new outlook on Louisiana wetlands. 

Hannah Locke, a senior majoring in Psychol-

ogy, was awarded the 

Outstanding Honors 

Student Award from 

Phi Kappa Phi. 

 

 

The Honors Club sponsored the Senior 

Awards Banquet in the Twelve Oaks banquet 

room.  At this banquet, our graduating seniors 

were recognized for their efforts and presented 

with their Honors cords. 

Thirteen Senior theses were presented in open 

forums.  The theses represented the breadth of the 

Honors Program:  Kinesiology, Psychology, Biol-

ogy, Business, Philosophy, Political Science, and 

English. 

Ximena Velazquez 

presents her Senior 

Thesis entitled òThe 

Mortgage Crisis: 

Fannie and 

Freddie.ó 

Opportunities 
There are many special opportunities available to Honors 

students.   The Honors Office regularly receives informa-

tion about awards, events, and activities that may be of 

particular interest to Honors students:   

Sophomore Honors Distinction Award 

Phi Kappa Phi Outstanding Honors Student Award 

McNair Scholars Program 

Special residential  experiences such as Cam-

paign 2008 Presidential Academic Seminars, 

Cities as Text, etc.   

Honors credit while you  travel through the 

Study Abroad program (scholarships are avail-

able) 

Phi Kappa Phi Scholarships 

Hannah Locke, 

recipient of the 2009 

Phi Kappa Phi 

Outstanding Honors 

Student Award 

Vanessa Crompton collects plankton samples  on our 

Turtle Cove trip. 


